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Syllabus
Unit, ____ Topic
| Definition and Scope of Environmental Geography, Meaning and Components

of Environment, Ecosystem — Concept, Components and Functions

2 Human- Environment Relationship, Environmental Determinism and Possibilism,

Biomes- Definition, Mountain and Desert Regions

3 Environmental Problems: Air and water Pollution, Their Causes, Impacts and

Management, Biodiversity Loss

4 Environmental Management Initiatives in India Environmental Protection Act,

1982, Environmental Policy of India(2006), Chipko Movement
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ENVIRONMENT

ature, place, people, things, etc. that surround the living organisms make
the environment. The environment can broadly, be classified into the natural
and human environment. It is a combination of both:natural as well as man-

made phenomena.

he /natural environment comprises biotic (plants and animals) and abiotic-
ditions(land, water;, air, etc.), whereas the man-made phenomena

prise the activities and interactions among human beings (roads, bridges,
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eANiNG & DefiniTions of EnvironmenTAl GeoGraphy

The word ‘Environment’ is derived from the French word ‘Environner’ which means to encircle, around
or surround.
The biologist Jacob Van Uerkal (1864-1944) introduced the term ‘environment’ in Ecology. Ecology is the

study of the interactions between an organism of some kind and its environment.

DEFINITION OF ENVIRONMENT:

las and Holland defined that ‘The term environment is used to describe, in aggregate, all the
rnal forces, influences and conditions, which affect the life, nature, behaviour and the growth,

opment and maturity of living organisms’.



EnvironmenTAl GeoGraphy

. Hewitt and F. K. Hare first used the term of ‘Environmental
eography
onceptual Frameworks (Commission on College Geography

Resource Paper 20) in the year 973 who remarked that ‘the main

es of environmental geography today are a deeper fusion of

ideas and results from the life sciences.




EnviroNMENTAL Geography

It was realized that ecological inputs in geographical studies of environment
ould make the discipline of geography more focussed subject. This is clearly

evident from the assertion of S.R. ‘Eyre (1964) that a more ecological

enhances the prestige of geographers within the academic world’.

cording to Eyre ‘by adopting an ecological view point geographers can
stalld to rid themselves of 'naive determinism' and misinterpretation in both

and physical geography' (C.C. Park 1980).



Historical Development of Environmental Geography
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Historical Development of EnvironmenTal Geography
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Human Geography is Human Ecology
(W T AT aricieatast g )
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It was the year 1989 when Savindra Singh (Singh, 1989) attempted to define

environmental geography and determine its scope in his research paper

entitled environmental geography.

“Environmental geography may be defined as the study of spatial attributes
of/interrelationships between living organisms and natural environment in
eneral, and between technologically advanced 'economic man' and his

tural environment in particular in temporal and spatial framework.”



Four Sphieres of EnvironmenTal GeoGgraphy
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Scope of EnvironmenTAl GeoGraphy
( I T e & a1 fawa arit)




Scope of EnvironmenTal GeoGgraphy

Geo-ecosystem or simply ecosystem as study unit. (37T ShTE & B UTHIR dhT )

The functioning of ecosystem including circulation of energy and matter and ecosystem

productivity (511 3R Ta1d 3R UIRFRITdHT 9 IHGHaT & Toed dfed UIRMRATdDT dF bl

BIITUTTAT)

v" Temporal changes in ecosystem (U1 Rfefde a1 | STl uiadH)
cological changes (TrTiHep Ut Tiigd™)

Spatial

vironmental degradation and pollution (TF{eRUTIT Wﬁ?@ﬂ)




Scope ANd IMpORTANCE

Environment geography is multi-disciplinary in nature. GOl wllcrl Uhid H 98-

oo 2 )

It is related to other disciplines like- life- sciencey,physical science ecolog,
economles( blology, chemlstry, public administration etc. I8 I T @ HGII&M
NSRS IFGRESIER qifd® ICJJII"l mlzli@lﬁaﬁl 3T9fQT|_'t7>f {1 ICIJIH SIRE ICJJH"I SIEE

It's concerned with the spatial attributes of aII the phenomena related to the

vironment. g TTeR0T T TeTerd Tt Se1=Tl bl RITHSG fasiodret @ gefed 2|

S N

tudies the various biomes and human influences. fafi= S=H 3R AT THTA| 61
I BT 2|




Scope ANd IMpORTANCE

Deals with the pattern of biodiversity at the global, national and

local level. If¥®, TS R WIHT TR g, ffdedr & ar5g &
GIRA

T

Stidies the spatial pattern of physical and anthropogenic

egradation of environment. IiaRoT & Yifded TR HHASTHd &R0
LTS UTSY F7 I BT 2|




Scope ANd IMpORTANCE

Studies cause- effect, severity, management and mitigation of various

environment issues like Climate change, global warming, ozone depletion,

habitat loss, bio-diversity loss, pollution-etc. hUT- YHIT T, STAdY
TR, TSI T, ST T BT, arg wiT &1 =1, Sa-fafaedr &1 g1,
AT <19 Terfi=T qarieror qei HpwHTe, THRAT, Tee 3T IHA |

Ihcludes the notion of sustainable development, environment education,

lanning, conservation and management. gad gdd FMOIH, PRIGEY ﬁf&ﬂ,
_ TRETOT 3R USEH Sl YT MM 2




The Geographic Approach

A Framework for Understanding and Managing Our Earth
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Integrating Geography into How We Behave




